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been described as the most effective ground-
water storage program in the United States. It 
is with great pride that Congressman 
VALADAO, Congressman COSTA and I recog-
nize the vast success of the Kern Water Bank 
Authority and the Kern Water Bank. We look 
forward to witnessing the continued efforts of 
the Bank in serving the water needs of the 
Central Valley. 
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OF IOWA 
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Thursday, October 19, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Elsie 
Negley of Clarinda, Iowa on the occasion of 
her 106th birthday. Elsie was born on July 29, 
1911 in Page County, Iowa. 

Our world has changed a great deal during 
the course of Elsie’s life. Since her birth, we 
have revolutionized air travel and walked on 
the moon. We have invented the television, 
cellular phones and the internet. We have 
fought in wars overseas, seen the rise and fall 
of Soviet communism and witnessed the birth 
of new democracies. Elsie has lived through 
nineteen United States Presidents and twenty- 
three Governors of Iowa. In her lifetime, the 
population of the United States has more than 
tripled. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent 
Elsie in the United States Congress and it is 
my pleasure to wish her a very happy 106th 
birthday. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating Elsie on reaching this in-
credible milestone, and in wishing her nothing 
but the best. 
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Thursday, October 19, 2017 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, for more than 
30 years, trickle-down economics has influ-
enced our policies to redistribute economic 
power to the top. 

My friend and outgoing Executive Director, 
Larry Mishel has long been at the forefront of 
developing progressive economic alternatives 
to counter the popularity and effectiveness of 
trickle-down theory. Thanks in large part to his 
research; we know trickle-down policies gave 
us slower growth and stagnant wages for 
working families. 

Throughout his career—before, becoming 
President of the Economic Policy Institute— 
Larry focused on researching the wages of 
working people and making the case for ac-
tions that would raise these wages. He real-
ized how important power was in this equa-
tion, and so he argued for measures to im-
prove the rights of working people to organize 
and bargain for higher wages. 

Larry’s work on the discrepancy between 
wages and productivity, and his analysis of 
skyrocketing CEO pay, were the first of their 
kind. Larry has expanded on and refined this 
research over the last 30 years. Larry’s recent 

work focuses on workers’ rights and how the 
erosion of unions has hurt working people— 
union and non-union alike. 

Throughout his career, Larry Mishel has cre-
ated a necessary counter balance to the 
‘‘common knowledge’’ Wall Street approach to 
economic policy in the U.S. He did this 
through his own research, but also by building 
EPI up as a research organization willing to 
take on the conventional wisdom in either 
party. 

We all know the immeasurable contribution 
Larry and EPI have made to successive cam-
paigns to raise minimum wages at the federal 
and state levels. For years, EPI’s Policy Cen-
ter has provided the economic analysis of the 
Progressive Caucus budget. We know the 
budget adds up, would boost wages, and 
would, in time, lower the deficit. We know it 
would build better infrastructure and a better 
education system because EPI, under Larry’s 
leadership, runs all the numbers for us, and 
alerts us if our plans threaten to come up 
short in any way. Larry’s contribution is incred-
ibly valuable as it provides a concrete frame-
work for our fight to support working folks 
across the country. 

After 30 years at EPI—15 as President— 
Larry is stepping aside at the end of 2017. He 
will continue to provide innovative research on 
the rights and wages of working people. And, 
he will remain at EPI as a senior researcher. 
Thea Lee, who is the incoming President, will 
have big shoes to fill. However, Thea is the 
perfect fit to build on Larry’s legacy and EPI’s 
work on behalf of low- and middle-income 
families. 

I want to extend a heartfelt thanks to Larry 
for his years of service, and I look forward to 
seeing the incredible work he will do in the 
months and years to come. 
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OF VIRGINIA 
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Thursday, October 19, 2017 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the Fairfax Federation of Citizens As-
sociations on the occasion of its 67th Annual 
Citizen of the Year Awards Banquet. The Fed-
eration is a coalition of civic and homeowners 
associations who work together to promote 
and support initiatives that will benefit all. 
Each year, the Federation honors a few select 
individuals for their extraordinary contributions 
to our community. As a former two-term Presi-
dent of the Federation, I understand that those 
who volunteer their time, energies, and talents 
to civic activities play a vital role in making 
Fairfax County one of the best places in the 
nation in which to live, work, and raise a fam-
ily. I am honored to recognize the following in-
dividuals for their service to our community: 

2017 Citizen of the Year: Joseph Chudzik: 
‘‘A model citizen with a passion for serving his 
community.’’ A more apt description could not 
be found. Joe’s contributions to his community 
are many and varied, from Boy Scouts to the 
Mason Neck Lions Club to serving as a volun-
teer at polling stations on Election Day. Joe’s 
passion for service also extends far beyond 

the borders of Fairfax County. He has served 
in the Peace Corps, as a Foreign Service Offi-
cer in the U.S. Department of State and in the 
U.S. Air Force. One would not think it was 
possible to find so many different ways to 
serve, but Joe has shown that it is. We should 
all strive to mirror his example. 

Citation of Merit: Cheryl Ellsworth: Cheryl is 
receiving this citation for an issue that is close 
to my heart, namely affordable housing. Dur-
ing my time on the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, I worked to address this impor-
tant issue in conjunction with combatting 
homelessness. Cheryl has shown similar dedi-
cation to these causes through her work with 
Good Shepherd Housing and Family Services. 
Her work has received numerous accolades, 
including the Washington Post Award for Ex-
cellence in Nonprofit Management and the 
Fairfax County Nonprofit of the Year Award. 

Citation of Merit: Emily McCoy: Emily is cur-
rently serving her 35th year on the Fairfax 
County Commission for Women and has spent 
her entire career fighting for the rights of 
women and girls. Emily has also been a lead-
er in Fairfax County’s efforts to combat the 
scourge of domestic violence and served as 
the representative for the Commission for 
Women to the County’s Domestic Violence 
Prevention, Policy and Coordinating Council 
for five years. 

Citation of Merit: Ken Balbuena: Ken has 
distinguished himself as a tireless and effec-
tive advocate for his community. As President 
of the North Springfield Civic Association, he 
has worked to revive County ordinances re-
garding the upkeep of lawns in neighbor-
hoods, established traffic calming measures to 
combat speeding and successfully lobbied for 
the local crossing guard to receive traffic con-
trol training. In each of these instances, as 
well as many others, Ken has kept the com-
munity informed on his progress and success-
fully solicited their input to guide the process 
according to the will of the neighborhood. He 
is truly a testament to effective volunteer lead-
ership. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in thanking these incredible individuals and in 
congratulating them on being honored by the 
Fairfax County Federation of Citizens’ Asso-
ciations. Civic engagement is the foundation of 
a healthy conununity, and Fairfax County resi-
dents enjoy an exceptional quality of life due 
in part to the efforts of these individuals. The 
contributions and leadership of these hon-
orees have been a great benefit to our com-
munity and truly merit our highest praise. 
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CONGRATULATING SHILOH BAP-
TIST CHURCH ON 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. BRADLEY SCOTT SCHNEIDER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 19, 2017 

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I am proud 
to rise today to recognize Shiloh Baptist 
Church on the occasion of their 100th Anniver-
sary. 

For the last century, Shiloh Baptist Church 
has been an integral part of the community in 
Waukegan, Illinois. This extraordinary anniver-
sary is a moment of celebration for the entire 
Shiloh family, and I wish them well as they 
mark the occasion this weekend. 
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